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Annexation of Barma. 
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the Conservatives, feeling that they are not likely to hold 
office long, are in a hurry to carry out annexation. But it 
is unwise to be in a hurry in such an important matter. The | 
Suidhé is of opinion that a native prince had better be placed 
on the throne in deference to the feelings of the Burman 
nation. 


The Subodh Sindhu (Kh&ndwa), of the 27th January, says 
- that. Burma has been occupied » by 
the British army and Theebaw 
deported to Madras. The annexation proclamation has been 
published, but still the country is in an unsettled state: dis- 
_ turbances are prevalent, and it is rumoured that one Burman 
nobleman was lately blown ftom a gon, It is surprising that 
the Burmans, who are fighting for their country, religion, 
and independence, are stigmatized as rebels by British 
invaders. O tempora! O mores! A body of Burmans 
lately defeated a detachment of British troops, killing Major 
Robinson. Can these men be dacoits ? Reinforcements are 
going to Burma, and the Viceroy himself was to leave Ran- 
goon on the Ist February for Mandalay. 


The same. 


The Vritta Dhdrd (Dhér), of the 21st January, received 


=“ on the 28th idem, referring to the 
same. 

outbreak of disturbances in Burma, 
observes that the annexation of the country has uot proved 
to be so easy as had been originally supposed. Now some 
British officers are of opinion that the pacification of the 
country is impossible without much expense and trouble, 
and that, consequently, native rule should be re-established 
there. Native newspapers have all along urged the main- 
tenance of Burman rule in vain. If the Viceroy, who shortly 
pays a visit to the country, arrives at thé same conclusion, 
there will be some difficulty in giving effect to it, as a. pro- 
clamation for annexation has been already iseued. The. mea- 


sure would, no doubt, at once restore order, but would be 
injurious to British prestige. 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Delhi Punch (Lahore), of the 27th January, eays that 
Lord ‘Dufferin’s arrival in this country 
has been a signal for an outbreak of 
calamities. A very Pandora’s box of them seems to have been 
opened. One calamity has followed another.” Disastrotis 
earthquakes occurred in Kashmir. © Berigal severely suffered 
from inundations and the scarcity of food. Theré waka failure 
of crops in Behar owing to ) drought. ‘The Mab&r&jas of Kashi- 
mir and Mysore left this country i in disgust for a happier abode 
in paradise. Difficulties arose on the frontier and the Burmese 
kingdom was destroyed: Now an:income-tax has been intro- 
duced. The people are to make over their hard-earned earnings 
to the Viceroy, otherwise they will be stigmatised as disloyal! 
Shame! Shame! What becomes of the immense ‘revenues 
already raised from the people that it has been found necessary 
to burden them with additional taxation to meet the cost of the 
defences of the frontier? Does.the entire revenue go into the 
pockets of Civilians? The public services and the learned pro- 
fessions have now also been brought under the meshes ‘of taxa- 
tion. The levy of the income-tax from legal practitioners will 
bespecially objectionable, as they already pay one tax. Again, 


Income-tax. 


the question is how will their incomes be. assessed. They will 


have to bribe the assessors in order. to escape being, over- 
assessed. Natives are really a very patient people and silently 
put up with every evil... But there is a limit beyond which one’s 
patience cannot be tried, N atives had better. migrate, hag and 
baggage, to some distant island; or even seek refage i in. death 
from their sufferings, leaving. this country to Civilian 
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Anglo-Indians, (The same paper publishes ; a pictare, in. whiok 
an Englishman is represented. as shearing 9. se The 
lishman represents Government and the shee OP. 

two blades of the shears are.cailed the: si 

Income-tax). | 
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things for promoting the welfare of the people and follow 
in the. footatepa of his illustrions. predecessor. But events 


show that hig speech was all empty talk. On the eve of his 
departure, Lord, Ripon took care to advise his successor to have 


tho, beat interests of the cogntry at heart, but his geod advice 
seema.to have had no effect:'on Lord Dafferin, It fell on the 


new Viceroy like water on agreasy jar, His Hxcellency was 


struck by the outward magnificence of Native. States and his 


month watered. Burma was the first victim of his greed, 
next. Bhopél suffered, and new his eye has fallen on Kashmir. 
If he. remains some time more here, the aountry will have 
notbing left.. India is as quiet as a sheep and readily submits 
to. shearing.. Government is now ready, knife in hand, to flay 
her. alive. (The same paper publishes two pictures, ig one of 
which India, in the shape of.a sheep, is represented as. Leing 
devoured by a wolf called Income-tax, and in the ofher as 


being flayed alive). 


The Shafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 30th Fiialiashy, is at 
one with the Civil and Military Gasette 


in thinking:that Government has not 
been well advised in taxin g small incomes. The imposition 


of the tax on the poorer classes will produce widespread 


The sme, 


discontent, while the reve nue derived from them will be small. 


The Gazette is right in saying that incomes up to Rs. 120 a 
month should be exempt. The Shafig then finds fault with 
Government for not giving the native community an opportu- 
nity for criticizing the Bill. An Urdu translation of the Bill 


_ has not yet been published. The Madras Mail justly censures 


Sir Auckland Colvin for his empty professions of sympathy 
with the poorer classes and his idle talk about the retrenchment 
of public expenditure. Ifthe is really desirous of improving 


the condition of the exchequer, he should set an —* to 
other officers by reducing his own pay. 


The Koh-i-Nér (Lahore), of the. 26th. January, is of of 
ee nion that as a license-tax was alt aC 
oy levied from traders, and Anglo-Indian 


offi 
it would have ‘been better + 
re-imposed the cotton import duties or: 
tax. Neither of Rane aries 
sition. The income 
emergencies. The Koh rendemes the reduction of 
of minimum taxable income for Go 
observes that, on the contrary, the limit. 
em at Re. 1, 200 a agar have been also con 


imposition of the tax 0 on 


The Naiyar-i-Azam (Moradabad), of the 25th January, 
says that the British ‘Governm 

be only justified in realizing the | 

of the actual administration from the native population, — 
expenditure necessary ! for the protection of th try 2 

a foreign invasion should be found dy’ Go 

it desires to maititain ‘its rule here. “However,” 

to meet the additional mili ir) ‘expendita 
should have increased the ‘duty on liquor. It 
killed two birds with one stone ‘- 30. 
sum of money would have 

ing any popular discontent, and the use of tk 
have been also checked to some 

that an increase in the 


/ 


of En glish wine-merchants and w 


The same. 


( 4) 


the result is that the standard of minimum taxable - income 
in the case of the former has been also reduced. | It is folly 
to criticise the proceedings of a despotic and wilful Govern- 
ment, because criticism tends to irritate it and does more 
harm than good. (The Anjuman-i-Panjdb, Lahore, of the 
80th January, in commenting upon the same subject, regrets 
to say that the Select Committee has withdrawn ‘the cences- 
‘sion made to official classes’ in. the original draft instead of 
extending it to the servants of private companies, as was 
desired by the press. It is a mistake to tax small incomes, 
because in that case the minimum of-revenue is obtained at 
the expense of the maximum of popular discontent.) — 


The Najmu-l- Akhbdr (Et4wah’, of the 28th J anuary, says 
Limit of minimum tax. that some persons urge that at least _ 
able income. | the same limit of minimum taxable 
income that has-been fixed in England (£120) should have 
been adopted by the Government of India, although. this 
country is much poorer than England. There can be hardly 
two opinions as to the propriety of the proposal, but India is 
not England. Every English borough. is represented. i in Par- 
liament,.while this country has not a single representative: i in 
that august assembly. Natives can scarcely hope to obtain 


equal rights and privileges with Englishmen in the next 
hundred years. 


The same paper says that it co been suggested in some 
Volunteers and the in- quarters that volunteers ‘should be 
Comne-he exempted from the payment of the 
income-tax. The proposal would lead to an entire exemption 
of Europeans, because a large proportion of them are already 
volunteers, and the rest would lose no time i in enlisting them- 
selves. Lord Lytton committed a great injustice in exempt- 
ing his countrymen from the license-tax. . But Lord. Dufferi 
would add insult to injury if his Lordship madean " »mption 
in their favour on such a slender preter t. oo 
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Servants of private com- say ‘Hint the Select Commi 00, inatea 
and the moome-tar. of raisin . the rata of minimum | tax- 
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also bowérdll the Tintit 

year. - But: the servants of /ebtipantea do not enjoy the a 
advantages as their brethetn in the: 

receive no pensions from their inasters: ‘nét do 

opportunity of obtaining 

entitled to greater indt 

pay does not exceed Rg. 100° a théntW: hi 

from the income-taz, éven if Governiient is not’ pr 


accord the same concession to its serv 
intended to do. , eae 7 : 


samo papet says that the income-. 
Assesemtent of thé in. t&x'is not heavy in itself, but that it 
come-tax. Si ees hugs 
rangements for ite: 
tax was génerally left by ta 
patwaris, and other pérsoris of this’ 
and equitable assessments. 


only be a source of: inddéme ‘to’ Governme 
tend to ehéck the increase of stich 


The Najmu-t-Abkbdr (Bt grab), of the 28th Jan 


Deficit in the finances. 6 URETe 15 &. Stancing. OrcGer. OF Uhe 
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of India is— “Do as I say and not as I do,” Ba diseide to 


seo the mote in other people’s gamers ake? beam 
in ite own. 


The same paper states that it has been cdpibidsibeiel 
hreatened increase in that. the duty on. salt wil : be. again 
the salt-tar. raised’ as soon as a large increase has 
taken place in the consumption of the condiment, in order 
that an increase in the tax may yield considerable additional 
revenue! Hence the people should be on their guard and 
should not accustom themselves to an increased use of salt. 
Now that the Russians have approached within a measur- 


able distance of the Indian frontier, a tax will be levied even 
on.air in due course. 


~The Oudh Akhbar (Lucknow), of the Ast February, says 

| ae that Lady Dufferin’s Fund is a perfect 
ea vactemiiah ti089 god-send to this country, and. that 
the scheme will not only alleviate the sufferings of women, 
bat will.also tend to improve the general heulth of the:popu-. 
lation, praises the Countess of Dufferin for the establishment 


of the Fund, and appeals to the well-to-do classes to come 
forward with liberal subscriptions. . 


The same paper, of the 28th January, in a cidedeatis 
Meeting of the North- Publishes a full account. of the meet- 
ee Se unt ing of. the North-Western Provinces 
al Association, Allahabad. and Qudh Branch’ ofthe National. 
Association which took place at the Mayo Hall, Allahabad, : 
on the 2rd idem, the Lieutenant-Governor presiding. . His 
Honor’s and other gentlemen’s speeches and the Resola | 

passed on the occasion are also given. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Ethwah), of the 24th January, gives: 
lady Dniferin’s Fund 2% brief: account of the public meeting 
ond Etiwan, == held_at'the Hume School, Ethwab, on 
the 19th January, to promote the objects of the National Asso 
ciation. Mr. J, H. Fisher, Magistrate, presided and explained’ 
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the objects of thé Association. Donations to 
Rs. 4,203, inclading ‘contributed by ! 
eelf, were oeuvres on a the spot, and subscriptions 
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Female Mission See. 
saries, Lucknow. 


cial to native women, but that there is one. 
objectionable about them. 

dispensing medicines to patients, read out and 

them passages from some religious book. ‘This. practice 
vents the institutions from. becoming aS po palar as. We) 
otherwise would be. It may he hoped that Lady Dafferin be a ae 
scheme for the supply ‘of female medical aid ‘will ‘be 
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The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Iithwah), of the 28th aii 


Lord Dufferin and the that native eaplcete 
Native Press. - elles 9 


in criticizing 
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first year of his administration, force 
on Kashmir, degrade 
imposed the income-tax. 

is one of high-handedness: and: 
Native Press should, : during his 
the doctrine that language was’ ‘given 
his thoughts and 
Government, lest 
has been -alread 
papers. 
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or levied once for all at tha time of their ore omro}men 
done in, the case of High Court 


The, Alam-i-Tasulr (Cawnpore), of the Int iain says 
Mr. Justice Romesh that it appeers from a. Galentta news- 
Chander Mitter of the paper that, on the, retiren ent of. Sir 
Kalai, Hipp Comet Richard ‘Garth, ‘the ‘Honorable Bébu 
Romesh Chander Mitter will not be appointed £6, officiate 
Chief‘ Justice. The Alam then refers to the ‘rednotion of 
the standard of age for the Civil Service Ezamina tion, and 
observes that natives are mistaken in thi inking that Govern- 
ment-will fully carry out in time of peace { ‘the Royal’ Pp FOX ama, 
tion of 1858, which was issned with a view to check, thy 
Mutiny and restore order. ae 


A correspondent of the Delhi Puneh (Lishors), of the: atth 


Collector of Bareilly J anuary, writing from Bareilly, com- 
and the rules for the re- 


cruitment of the public plains that the present — Jollector of 


ee es ‘district does not observe the 
rules for the recruitment of the public service. Since 


arrival in Bareilly he has’ not given a single \ vaca sa s 
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Middle-Ciass Examination certi ficate-holder. “ei 


spt a The Oudh Punch (Lucknow), of the. 1st Jeonsryyn deudiees 


Camp of Exercise. on the 29th idem, in an article. written 


in facetious style, - represents: ‘the 
Viceroy as animated by a love of show and pomp-in’ holding © 


the Delhi Camp of Exeroi cise, and argues: that His: Exce 


was not justified in unnecessarily spending: pa i on m the 
Camp at a time of such financial pressure.’ | 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér (Lahore), oF the <'a6ih 


sidiees ctlesbid te January, complains that, on the e Thh 
Raropean soldiers at Quet- ave! a Toe , 


on the occasion, did sah s intadiien, ria fear... Sur 3. Pi n 
tunate incidents occur: frequently, but no. res: 
yet been taken to check the evil. 
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The Azdd (Liacknew), of the 26th Jan anuary, endeavour 
show that the rules for the payment 


Rules for the. pi oe is ot 
of postage for privileged oF . stage for tiie leg 


wey 


‘adliets ‘are re unable to concer Me 


of January last, but; 
during the: last month owing: to « 
desires to send copies. of tbe number’ in 
office will not receive them. Sarely 
unjust than this. «© == 


istration fee let- 
snag the foo 4 on’ 


only one or t ea o ray 
tances are sent vel 
newspapers and medi¢in 
if the commission were | 
no loss in the long run. 


in the rates would be more 
in live-stock. 
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ring for a gold one to an 

Rs. 14 for it. When he found out the 

the matter to the police, who arrested:two'of | 
afterwards released them, after detaining them: 
at the police-station. The officer in 
station is always accompanied by one« 

Two human corpses have been. disco 
Sabathu on the Kasoli road. It issu 


were killed by European soldiers of the Gnd. 
3 or 4 Pp. M. on the 17th January. The: cults 
the neighbourhood declared that they saw. 
soldiers running about in the fields at. the. ti 
the 18th idem, in the afternoon, a post-man w 
some European soldiers of the same regime 
road and robbed of RBs. 24 he had in his. cke 
tore up the outer post bag, felt the contents by. 
did not tear up the inner bag, thinking that 
valuable thing. However, there was in the 
parcel which contained Rs, 500 worth of ; 
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soldiers have been arrested and the case is unde Seale 


The Oudh Punch (L 


Decoration of children 4 on. the 29th j 
with jewellery. ofa we 


wearing valuable jewellery are enticed away, 
killed by thieves, and take 


first foolishly decors 
amourn their deaths. os ae 
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civilization should spread .in this country. | 
will give them a remarkable p instance to shoy : 
pean civilization is and t ‘ask them ‘whether they: desire 
its spread here. On the occasion of the repast given to the 
Foreign Military Officers at ‘Delhi onthe 19th: Decem 
Lord Dafferin observed in the course of his speech : i 
conclusion I have only to express my regret thai 2 
mate voyage to Barma will prevent me from en taining : 
our foreign visitors in Calcutta in the manser. I i ire, _ : 
If they will permit it, I will commission aug ei hes i a 
come them to Government House i in ee e s name ‘ 
and my own and to give a 
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how favourable is our cli 
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